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By Penl Shannon
Misscurian staff writer

Only two peg;e showed up two
weeks ago for first public hear-
ing ca the bond issue and sales tax
increase proposed for the April bal-
lot. But at Monday night’s hearing,
nearly 100 people packed into council
chambers ts debate the proposals
for more than two ho:

The council wes broadsnded by de-
mands for amendments to the bond .
issue. Many of those present were
openly hostile to the prospect of an
increase in the city’s sales tax.

At the end of the two-hour hearing,
the council gave the bond issue and
galgs tax increase its unanimous
support and agreed to piace the pro-
posals on the April § ballot.

In the wake of state and federal
_budget cuts, the.city.faces an:esti- -

mated $16.4 miliion deficit over the
next four years. The bond issue and
sales tax increase were proposed by
the council as a way to offset these
cuts and to finance capital im-
provement projects.

The $8.4 million bond issue, which
would fund the projects, will appear
on the April ballot as five separate
measures. They are:

» $790,000 for renovations at the
Columbia Regional Airport.

» Over $6 million to upgrade city
streets and bridges.

« $445,000 to build and equip a
new fire station. .

+ $500,000 to beef up the commu-
nity warning system.

» Nearly $3 million to improve
several city parks.

The half-cent sales tax increase
would net $2 7 xmlhon a year for the

On - iSSue9 tax’

be used to finance the debt incurred
by the bond issue.

According to a resolution of intent
passed by the council before the
hearing, the remaining $1.7 million

would be used to reduce property.

taxes from 73 cents to 40 cents per
$100 assessed valuation, to add an-
other police district to the city, to in-
crease the city’s allocations for be-
leaguered social service agencies, to
boost the city’s bus system and to
hire several firefighters for the new
station.

Bill Moyes, 2703 Graymore Road,
said when the city refused to buy the
Baptist Temple for a senior citizens
center, many older people in the
community lost heart. He asked the
council to show that it had concern
for thesé older pecple by putting a
another measure on the ballet that
wouldfunda semor citizens center.

battered oil rig sinks;

84 workers feared dead

ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland (UPI)
— Beaten by 50-foot (1,500-centime-
ter) waves, the world’s largest oil
rig sank in the storm-tossed north-
ern Atlantic Monday. After an all-
dzay search, rescuers abandoned any
hope of survival for the 84 crew-
members, including 15 Americans.

Helicopter pilot Capt. Mike Clarke
seid there was no sign of life —
“none other than sea gulls” — when
be flew over the site where Mobil Oil
Canada’s 35-story-high Ocean Rang-
er sank.in heavy seas 170 nautical
miles southeast of St. John's. :
' Clarke said he saw only “‘a few
bodies floating around, a couple of
life rafts and various debris.”” Other
pilots 'said the only visible signs at
the site of the world's second-worst
cil rig disaster were marker buoys
and an anchor.

“Mobil certainly cannot hold out

hope for survivors,” Mobil

Hope for survivors abandoned

holes. Two were empty and there
were two bodies in the third, one of
which was recovered before the
heavy swell carried the craft out of
reach, Mobil said. It was the only
body yet recovered.

Mobil said a “‘provisional break-
down”’ indicated the rig was manned
by 52 Newfoundlanders, 16 other Ca-

nadians, 15 Americans and one Brit- .

xshat:zen.

Mobil said the drilling crew evac-
uated the $50 million rig at 12:15p.m.
CST after sending a “Mayday”’ sig-’
nal reporting a 15-degree list. Mobil
operations manager Steve Romans-
ky said a half-hour later “‘there were
no sightings of the rig either on ra-
dar or visaally.”

The Ocean Ranger was the largest
semi-submersible drilling rig in the
world, i 338 feet long
(11,940 centimeters), 262 feet wide
(7,860 centimeters) -and 357 feet high
(10,710 centimeters). One hundred
feet (3,000 centimeters) of it floated
abwethewater It had been drilling

Pilot adlmts sending
jet into Takyo Bay,

mve*sugamrs say
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for 14 months in the oil-rich Hibernia
field.

It was the second worst oil rig di-
saster in history. On March 27, 1980,
123 workers died when an oil plat-
form cellapsed in the North Sea.
Seventy crewmen were killed when
a rig toppled into China’s- Bo Hai
Guif Nov. 25, 1979.

A fleet of planes, Coast-Guard ves-
sels and the bulk carrier “Gadus At-
lantica” battled turbulent seas to
reach the area, but Coast Guard
Capt. Robert Alford said the rescue
efforts were severely hampered by
the vicious storm that threw up 50-
foot high (1,500 centimeters) waves.

Within bours, said
“three lifeboats, ane raft and seve-
ral bodies and debris were sighted”
within a five-mile (eight-kilorneter)
radius of where the rig was sinking
an exploratory well, Hibernia J34,
into the Grand Banks. -

The rig had been equipped with
about a dozen life rafts and three fi-
berglass lifeboats, torpedo-shaped

in town
teday

Neon University Club lunich-
eon with U.S. Rep. Harold Vol-
kmer ing on the effects
of budget cuts on higher edu-
cation, Rooms N214 - N215,
Mesmorial Union.

A senior citizen asked for all those
who would vote for the measure to
stand.

Nearly all the people in the room
got up.

Fourth Ward Councilman Pat Bar-
nes, impressed by the show of sup-
port, asked for emergency legis-
lIation that would add the senior
citizens center to the bond measure
proposed to fund the city parks. The
council unanimously approved the
legislation.

Those who spoke on the sales tax
increase did not get such cooper-
ation.

Dr. Michael Rosenthal, 103 Long-
fellow Lane, called the tax increase
an incredible burden for the poor.

“I know you are going to pass it —
because it is politically palatable —
but 1 want you to know that 1 ob]ect

* toit,"hesaid. = -

Chris Wilking

plan criticized

Council to

Harnessing
energy

Taking advantage of the un-
seasonably warm weather,
brothers Tom and Mel Crane
hitched up the team and took
their families for a ride on
Route N south of Columbia.
Tom, left, and son Travis, mid-
dle, live at Route 4, while Mel,
right and nephew Robert, rear,
live in Ashland. Conditions
will be good for more open-air
traveling this week, with
weather forecasters expect-
ing highs in the 50s today and
Wednesday.

pursue

anti-smoking plan

By Susan Atteberry,
Gary Castor and Kevin Mattimore
Missourian staff writers

A proposed anti-smoking ordi-
nance for Columbia may not be just
another pipe dream.

The City Couneil Monday night
unanimously directed the Columbia
Board of Health to investigate and
plan, with the city staff’s aid, an
anti-smoking ordinance. Board
Member Carl Roberts presented to
the .council a Feb. 3 letter from
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vessels which had a covering hatch.
Mobil said one of the lifeboats was
spotted “in a capsized position.”” An-
other one was “stern down,” Mobil
said, indicating both had taken on
water.

Mobil ofﬁclal Susan Sherk ac-
knowledged the ‘“Ocean Ranger”
had experienced a five-degree list
last week when one of 16 supporting
pontoons “went slightly out of bai-
ance, letting water inor out.”

Mobil executives insisted, howev-
er, “there was no cwnection be-
tween what happened and the inci-
dent of last week.” Romansky said
the “‘simple problem’ last week was

. caused when ‘‘a valve was inadver-

tently left open.”” He said it was “‘a
human error, which was quickly rec-
ﬁﬁw.ti

The American Bureau cf Shipping
gave the rig a “total inspection™
only last June, Romansky said.

The Ocean Ranger is a semi-sub-
mersible oil rig that gets its stability
from pumping seawater into ballast

tanks. The rig uses propellers to di- .

rect itself and floats without the ben-
efit of anchors or legs set on the

Industry officials said a rig of this
type is abandoned when it lists 15 de-
grees because it tips over at 18 de-
grees.

Chairman Andrew Twaddle. The let-
ter asked for the council’s permis-
sion to document health risks of
smoking, study anti-smoking ordi-
nances from other cities and develop
a proposal fer a Columbia ordi-
nance.

Unlike a 1975 anti-smoking ordi-
nance, the proposed ordinance would
not completely prohibit smoking in
public places, the letter says. ’

Third Ward Councilman Pat Bar-

(See AGENCY, Page 8A)’

Rights panel

ineffective,
report says

By Paula A. Poda
Missourian staff writer

The powers of Columbia’s Human
Rights Commission may have to be
reduced in order to provide adequate
protection from discrimination,
according to a report submitted to
the City Council Monday.

The report, written by City Coun-
selor Scott Snyder, says the commis-
sion’s current structure battles inef-
fectively with discrimination.

“It is my judgement that the cur-
rent structure . . . only serves to con-
fuse persons being discriminated
against with the ‘appearance’ of pro-
tection.”

Snyder says the commission’s in-
effectiveness results from its inabili-
ty to award monetary damages in
cases of rent dxscmmnanon and
from the commissioners’ lack of le-

galknowledge.

He recommended that the com-
mission be restricted to advising
claimants and mediating disputes.
The revamped commission would
(See LEADER, Page 8A)

Fundmfor basic science research
escapes blg cuts in Reagan budget

Aileen Aberna
%ymﬁnglm hureatlllly

- WASHINGTON' — University scx-’

entists can breathe a sigh of relief.
President Reagan’s proposed budget

fwﬁs&ll%dosmteuﬂamthe—

deep cuts in basic research that
manfy&lmd predicted; aithough fund-
ng most programs is failing to
keep up with inflation.

mo??l?em Science Foungfahm,
che major supporters of non-
medical scientific research, would

receive $384 million for basic re-.

. search, an 8 percent increase over.
the current year. Basic research.

‘:m,whchnmythenbeputtopmﬁ- .

cal use.

Foundation fnndmg at the Umver- '

sity has been on the decline. During
ﬂgﬂmvesity’smﬁscalyea‘r;

‘previous
months of the current year, funding
. was only $500,000, said Paul Keenan,

the agency provided $1.14 million for
research, 29 percent less tban the

year. For the first six

director of the University’s research
program sexvices.

Budget cuts are one reason for the
decline, Keenan said. Another is that
fewer Umva'sxty researchers are
submitting grant proposals, a trend
thatlnsbeennotwednaummde

They believe that there is not any
money available and that it would be
a waste of time to apply, he said.
The foundation has experienced a 25

,perwntdmpmgrantapphmhm
' 'meyeaf;nndaumswtalbudgetfm“

fiscal 1962 would be $§1.1 billicn, a 7.7

measeoverthemmil-
Lion for 1962. Although this
is the 6% percent inflation
rate, the budget -has grown only 10

percent since 1950.

*“NSF’s budget request was aevel-
oped within the context of the presi-
dent’s economic  recovery pro-
gram,” said foundation director
Jobn Slaughter. “‘All activities were
carefully reviewed to ensure that
those funded would provide the larg-
eﬁpombleretumonthe dollars in-
vested.” Engineering and the physi-
cal sciences received the largest
increase in the .foundation’s new
budget. Special emphasis is being
given these areas — especially the
computer sciences — because of
their potential military and industri-
al applications. They received a 9.5
percent increase, which represents
real growth, Slaughter said.

The biclogical sciences obtained 7

(See SOCIAL, Page 8A)



